
ALANZ AGM 
3rd Sept 2009 4:30 pm 

 
Present: John Bitchener, Rosemary Erlam, Janet von Randow, Gary Barkhuizen, 
Nadia Mifka-Profosik, Hong Yu, Margaret Franken, Gillian Skyrme, Ian Bruce, 
Antonie Alm, Martin East, Rosemary Wette, Anne Feryok, Adele Scott, Heather 
Meyer, Moyra Sweetnam-Evans, Heather Denny, John Macalister 
 
Apologies: Cynthia White 
 

1. Welcome from John Bitchener 
2. Minutes of 2008 AGM handed out. Gillian moved that they be accepted. Janet 

seconded this. 
3. President’s report – given orally. John thanked Rosemary Erlam (secretary) 

and Janet von Randow (treasurer) for their support.  
Two newsletters have been sent out during the year to update membership of 
recent events/issues. 
Website – this is very up to date. John thanked Ute Knoch who will step down 
from this role at the beginning of the year.  
Membership  – 87 full members 

- 28 student members 
Best thesis competition – the closing date for this is Monday 7th December 
Regional seminar – took place at University of Auckland on June 13th – the 
focus was on research in progress 
The next combined conference will be in Australia in Canberra in 2011 
The idea is that after that it will be New Zealand’s turn 
The current executive will step down at the end of the conference 

4. Treasurer’s report – Janet handed out financial statements and spoke to these. 
She suggested that something be done about the membership form to make it 
more ‘user friendly’.  
Receipts are now sent electronically. 
Gary moved that the financial statement be accepted. John Macalister 
seconded this. 

5. Editor’s report – New Zealand Studies in Applied Linguistics 
John reported a marked increase in submission this year. This has meant of 
course a higher rejection rate for papers submitted. Royalties have been paid 
by EBSCO based on downloads from the journal.  
Best thesis competition – it would be nice if thesis winners submitted papers 
to NZSAL.  

6. Information officer’s report 
7. Future conferences 

2010 annual symposium and regional seminar – the new executive will decide 
these early in the New Year. The regional seminar has so far only operated 
between Auckland and Waikato institutions. This may continue as it is a 
valuable forum for students to present work.  
Upcoming conferences – TBLT – University of Auckland 2011 

- CLESOL – Dunedin 2010 
- AAAL – Atlanta  2010 
- Second Language Writing Conference – Spain 2010 

Details of all these conferences are available on the internet 



8. Revised constitution, duty statements and rotation system 
John B suggested that the ALANZ executive term be changed from 3 years to 
4 years to cover the possibility of holding a joint ALANZ/ALAA conference. 
Gary suggested a term of 2 years with a possibility of 2 year renewal period 
given that it is not definite that a combined ALANZ/ALAA conference will go 
ahead. Antonie seconded this. Carried by vote.  

9. Election of office bearers 
John called for nominations for the role of president.  
Gillian Skyrme nominated John Macalister. Janet von Randow nominated 
Gillian Skyrme.  
John B asked whether either would be prepared to take on the role. John 
Macalister indicated that he would be happy. Gillian nominated John M as 
president. Janet seconded this. Carried by vote.  
Gillian indicated that she would be prepared to take on the role of secretary. 
John Macalister nominated Gillian. Margaret seconded this. Carried by vote.  
John Macalister nominated Elaine Vine as treasurer with her permission. 
Margaret Franken seconded this. Carried by vote.  

10. Other business 
Margaret raised the issue of broadening the scope of ALANZ. She suggested 
liasing with Education, NZALT. John said that we should encourage people 
attending the conference to attend the symposium. Adele Scott – current 
president of NZALT – and Martin East – current editor for Language Teacher 
– are keen to develop strategic partnership with other organizations. Have 
proposed a joint meeting with the ALANZ executive. Would like to encourage 
a mentor relationship in the aim of encouraging research in classrooms.  
Margaret suggested we need to make stronger relationships with teachers of 
Te Reo Maori. She would like to foster this.  
 
Heather Denny asked if the journal is going on the RMIT website. John 
mentioned that it is already there. Rosemary Wette asked if back issues are 
available – they are not.  
 
John Macalister moved a vote of thanks to the outgoing executive.  
 
John B declared the meeting closed at 5:10 pm. 


